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Warm Spaces Programme 
Guidance and Application Form 
Winter 2026-2027
A. Application guidance 

Introduction

Over the past four years Tewkesbury Borough Council has been able to fund community venues to offer Warm Spaces during the winter months.
A Warm Space is a place where anyone can go to feel safe, warm, and welcome. It’s free to use and open to everyone. People can come in to rest, chat, enjoy activities, or in some spaces have a snack or meal.

These spaces help people who might feel lonely or who need help staying warm in the winter. They are friendly places where everyone is treated kindly. Warm Spaces can also help people find support with making contact with others who can help them.

What is expected of a Warm Space? 

A Warm Space is a free, warm, welcoming, and safe place, which all members of the community can access. You do not need to identify your venue as a Warm Space by name as we understand this can cause some stigma – you can give it a suitable name for your community. Warm Spaces should be open to everyone in the community. 

We ask all Warm Spaces to sign up to the Warm Space charter: 

Warm Spaces must:
· Be free

· Be heated

· Offer a warm welcome

· Treat people equally and with dignity and respect

· Provide a safe space

· Be non-judgemental

· Be a not-for-profit community venue
· Be able to signpost people in need of support to other organisations that can help them

· Abide by the required safeguarding policies and food hygiene requirements

· Not serve alcohol in the venue whilst it is operating as a Warm Space.

What is the grant for? 

Tewkesbury Borough Council is able to support organisations running Warm Spaces through the winter with a grant of up to £1,000. 
This can be used for the following expenses encountered in running a Warm Space: 
· Additional cost of venue utilities to enable the community venue to open 

· volunteer expenses 

· activities 

· refreshments 

· increased cleaning costs 

· advertising and publicity. 

What is the grant application assessed upon? 

The Grant Panel will assess applications against the following criteria: 

· Evidence of a need for a Warm Space in your community. If you have previously run a Warm Space, you are encouraged to include information about its impact, attendance and any feedback received
· A clear and realistic delivery plan supported by a detailed budget demonstrating how the Warm Space will operate throughout the colder months
· Applicants must show a commitment to opening regularly, at least once a fortnight with provisional or confirmed dates booked into your community venue calendar
· Proposed plans for activities, services and partnerships that will make your Warm Space a welcoming, inclusive, useful and valuable place for residents to attend

· Evidence that appropriate governance and compliance measures including: Public liability insurance, a food hygiene certificate where relevant, a safeguarding policy that meets Tewkesbury Borough Council’s expectations for Community Grant programmes and submission of your most recent annual accounts. 

If you have not run a Warm Space before
Our experience is that it takes time and energy to get a Warm Space going. 
We will want to see that you have in place clear plans for promotion and publicity, and have consulted with your local community to show that they would like to visit a Warm Space, and have a group of volunteers who are willing and able to run a Warm Space regularly. 
If you have not previously run a Warm Space, we strongly encourage you to speak with Tewkesbury Borough Council Community Development team prior to your application. 

Monitoring the impact of your Warm Space

As part of your commitment to running a Warm Space, you will be asked to feedback on the impact of your work by 31 March 2026. You will be asked to:

· Report on the number of sessions that you have run

· Report on the number of visits that you have had

· Report on other organisations that have visited your Warm Space and provided support to residents

· Report on the general demographics of those who attended
Publicising your Warm Space
As part of the grant programme, Tewkesbury Borough Council's Communications team may wish to visit your Warm Space during a weekday session. We encourage applicants to consider how they can help promote their activities and make the most of opportunities to share positive stories, photographs and case studies that demonstrate the impact of the project.
Timelines: 

· Programme open to application: 22 July 2026

· First grant panel submission date: 3 September 2026

· Decision communicated to applicants to first panel: 10 September 2026

· Second grant panel submission date: 1 October 2026
· Decision communicated to applicants to second panel: 8 October 2026.
Programme closed to applications from 1 October 2026 onwards

B. Application Form
1. Details of lead contacts

· Please detail here the lead person in your organisation who will be responsible for the Warm Space and who will provide feedback on the funding to the Borough Council in April 2027. 

· Please provide details of a second person in your organisation who is aware of and will be able to provide information in the case of absence of the lead contact. 

	Lead contact name
	

	Position held in organisation
	

	Email address
	

	Phone number:
	

	Secondary contact name
	

	Position in organisation
	

	Email address
	

	Phone Number
	


2. Organisational Details

· Please provide information about your organisation 

· Please confirm that you are sending the relevant policies for this grant programme as detailed below  

	Name of the organisation applying for this grant 


	

	Organisation’s Registered Address


	

	Type of organisation (Registered charity, town/parish council, CIC / social enterprise, CASC or constituted community group/ other)
	

	Company number (if applicable)?
	

	Charity number (if applicable)?
	

	Business rates number (if applicable) 
	

	VAT number (if applicable)
	

	Website address
	

	What is your organisation’s primary activity?
	

	Name of venue where the Warm Space is intended to take place
	

	Address of the venue where the Warm Space is intended to take place

	

	Please confirm you are attaching an up to date safeguarding policy that aligns with Tewkesbury Borough Council’s ‘Safeguarding Expectations in grant giving’
	

	Please confirm that you are attaching a photograph of your Food Hygiene Certificate. 
If you are unsure if you need a Food Hygiene Certificate, read of this guidance: Providing food at community and charity events | Food Standards Agency. If you are still unsure, please contact our Community Funding team who will ensure you get support. 
	

	Please confirm that you are attaching evidence that you are suitably insured to run a Warm Space
	


3. Warm Space details

· Please tell us about your plans for your Warm Space in this section.

	Please tell us about your plans for your Warm Space – what will happen in it? 

(300 words maximum, 100 words minimum)


	

	Please confirm that you sign up to our Warm Space Charter
	

	Where do you expect users of your Warm Space to come from? (Geographic location)
	

	Why is your Warm Space needed? What information do you have that it will be used?
	

	How will you publicise your Warm Space? How will you ensure that people who might need it know it is available?
	

	How many individuals do you estimate you will support?
	

	Who do you expect the users of your Warm Space to be? 
	(Older people, Carers, People living with disabilities, People experiencing homelessness, young people, families, other – please detail)

	What is the planned opening date of your Warm Space? 
	

	How often will your Warm Space open? (Please note that to apply for funding Warm Spaces must be open at least fortnightly between September 2026 – March 2027) 
	

	What is the planned closing date of your Warm Space?  
	

	How will you measure the success of your Warm Space?  
	

	How will you reflect on lessons learnt from providing a Warm Space to improve the provision of any future Warm Spaces?
	


4. Budget

· Please tell us about the costs of your Warm Space and your plans to cover those costs. 

· Please note that they borough council’s funding can cover the following: Cost of venue utilities, volunteer expenses, activities, refreshments, increased cleaning costs, advertising. 

	What is the cost of running your Warm Space?  
	

	Please give a detailed breakdown of your budget. This should include a line for each budget area, with a rationale for the attached cost. 
	

	How much of these costs are you requesting from Tewkesbury Borough Council?
	

	Where will the rest of the funding come from?
	

	Please confirm that you are attaching a copy of your latest annual accounts if they are not publicly available
	


5. Cost of Living Support

This Warm Space programme is part of Tewkesbury Borough Council’s support to residents in managing the ongoing Cost of Living challenge. 

· We are keen to support organisations to work with each other and to build capacity to support those residents in our communities who are most vulnerable. 
· We realise that Warm Spaces all operate differently and respond to the context that they are operating in. 
· Please tell us who you intend to work with in offering support to residents who may struggle with the cost of living or struggle with their health and wellbeing.  

	Organisations we will invite to participate in our Warm Space 

(e.g. local Police Community Support Officers, Gloucestershire Rural Community Council Digital Inclusion Team, and Severn Wye's Warm and Well service)
	

	Organisations we can already signpost people to if they need support

(e.g. Citizens Advice Bureau, Foodbank or Pantry, housing support, social prescribers such as mental or physical health services)
	

	Organisations we would like an introduction to as we would like to enable our visitors to get support or areas where we want to find support for people and we don’t currently know where to turn

(e.g. People who are struggling with memory loss, families who are going through a difficult time and need mentoring, someone who is rough sleeping)
	


6. Declarations

Please tick each statement and ensure that the lead and secondary sign below showing that they accept the following declarations: 

· I confirm that, to best of my knowledge all the information provided in this application form is true and correct and that I accept full responsibility for it.  
· I confirm that if funded, our organisation shall actively acknowledge the support of the Tewkesbury Borough Council and the UK government in any materials that refer to the Project and in any written or spoken public presentations about the Project. Such acknowledgements (where appropriate or as requested by the Council) such as the Council social media channel handles (as provided by the Council - or any future handle adopted by the Council) to be included on the recipient’s social media posts, in the form of tagging on social media. Other publicity material shall include the ‘Funded by the UK Government’ logo using the templates that will be provided. 
· I understand that Tewkesbury Borough Council will not accept deliberate manipulation and fraud and any business/individual caught falsifying their statements or evidence to gain grant money may face prosecution, and any funding issued will be subject to claw back, as may any grants paid in error. 

· I confirm I have not received any other funding from any other body or government scheme that either precludes me applying for this funding.
· I confirm that if I am successful in receiving this funding our organisation is able to allocate this funding to a designated and restricted fund and able to report on the spending of the funds allocated.
· I understand that as a public authority, Tewkesbury Borough Council must comply with the UK Subsidy Control Regime (Subsidy Control Act 2022). By proceeding, your organisation agrees to provide the necessary details of your organisation’s project to enable Tewkesbury Borough Council to meet the transparency obligations that apply to public authorities awarding funding (which may be considered a Subsidy under the Subsidy Control Act 2022). Further information on the Subsidy Control Regime may be found at: UK subsidy control regime - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
· By submitting this application form, you are consenting to any Personal Data collected being processed by Tewkesbury Borough Council. Privacy and data protection information: how we use your information
· Please confirm you are attaching an up to date safeguarding policy that aligns with Tewkesbury Borough Council’s ‘Safeguarding Expectations in grant giving’
· I include a copy of our most recent Annual accounts or a link to a publicly available copy of the accounts
· I include evidence that we have suitable insurance for this activity

· I include our Food Hygiene Certificate
· I confirm that we can put in place data gathering to meet the monitoring expectations of this grant scheme and accept that we will need to return our monitoring reports by the dates shown
Lead contact: 

Signed: …………………………………………………………………………………………….
Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………

Position: ……………………………………………………………………………………………

Date: …………………………………………………………………………………………………
Secondary contact: 
Signed:……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………
Position: ……………………………………………………………………………………………….
Date: 
	Contact: Helen Wolfson, Community Funding Officer, 01684 272 088, communityfunding@tewkesbury.gov.uk 
Gloucester Road   Tewkesbury   Gloucestershire   GL20 5TT    Tel 01684 295010    www.tewkesbury.gov.uk



