Notification of proposed works to trees in conservation areas

Trees in a conservation area that are not protected by an Order are protected by the provisions in section 211 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. These provisions require people to notify the local planning authority, using a ‘section 211 notice’, 6 weeks before carrying out certain work on such trees, unless an exception applies. The work may go ahead before the end of the 6 week period if the council gives consent. 

This notice period gives the authority an opportunity to consider whether to make an Order on the tree.

Information Required 

A section 211 notice does not have to be in any particular form. It may be helpful to use the standard application form for work to trees protected by an Order (available from the Planning Portal) as a section 211 notice.

Sufficient information must be provided to identify the relevant trees, a sketch plan showing the location of the tree is recommended.

A full and clear specification of the proposed works is required.
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