Biodiversity Net Gain Statement


	Site Address
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Planning Reference (Office use only)
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Date completed
	Click or tap here to enter text.



This form is designed to establish whether your proposal, if granted, would be subject to the biodiversity gain condition in accordance with The Biodiversity Gain (Town and Country Planning) (Modifications and Amendments) (England) Regulations 2024, i.e., that your development must deliver at least 10% biodiversity net gain. In cases where a proposal would be subject to the biodiversity gain condition, this form will aid you to understand what additional information you will need to provide to support your application, and how to access this information. 

Submit this form to your local planning authority with your planning application. If your scheme design changes during the planning application process, you may be asked to update and resubmit this form.

If you require additional validation advice, you can download a copy of Tewkesbury Borough Council’s planning validation requirements via the following link: Apply and pay for planning permission - Tewkesbury Borough Council

You can also seek pre-application advice – Planning enquiries - Tewkesbury Borough Council
The submitted information as listed in this form will be reviewed by your Local Planning Authority. You may be asked for further clarification if necessary, either prior to validation, or during the application process.
If you answer ‘YES’ to question 1.1, please provide comments justifying why your proposal is exempt from the mandatory biodiversity net gain (BNG) requirements in section 1.2. You will not be required to fill out the remainder of this form. 
If you answer ‘NO’ to section 1.1, please leave section 1.2 blank and proceed to answer all remaining questions on this form. 
If you require additional advice to understand whether your proposal is exempt, the following link contains the most up-to-date list of development exemptions: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-net-gain-exempt-developments



	Section 1: Biodiversity Net Gain Statement 
	Y
	N

	1.1
	Do you believe that the statutory biodiversity gain condition applies to this development?


	
☐
	
☐

	
	
	Proceed to Section 2
	Proceed to 1.2

	1.2
	Do you believe this application is exempt from statutory biodiversity net gain? 
(if you answer yes, please provide justification under section 1.2, if you answer no, please leave section 1.2 blank, and proceed to Section 2)

	
☐
	
☐

	1.3
	Justification that proposals are exempt from BNG requirements[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Biodiversity net gain: exempt developments - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)] 







	Section 2: Biodiversity Net Gain Proposal
	Y
	N

	2.1
	Has assistance or prior advice been sought from the local authority about this application with regards to biodiversity net gain?

	
☐

	
☐


	2.2
	Is the relevant date for the pre-development biodiversity value the same date as the planning application?

	
☐
Proceed to 2.4

	
☐
Proceed to 2.3

	2.3
	Where the applicant proposes to use an earlier date, what is this proposed earlier date and the reasons for proposing that date?

	

	2.4
	Confirm you have used the statutory biodiversity metric tool? 
Use small site metric when appropriate.
Failure to do so will result in the validation requirements not being met. 

	

☐

	

☐


	2.5
	Has the Statutory Biodiversity Metric been completed by a competent person? 
(Competency is aligned with the British Standard ‘Process for designing and implementing biodiversity net gain (BS 8683:202)).

	

☐

	

☐


	2.6
	Total pre-development (baseline) biodiversity value
Enter the number from the headline results in your statutory biodiversity metric calculation.
	Habitats
	

	
	
	Hedgerows
	

	
	
	Watercourses
	

	2.7
	Is there any evidence of habitat degradation that has taken place on site since January 2020?
	
☐
Proceed to 2.8

	
☐
Proceed to 2.11

	2.8
	Was this habitat degradation undertaken with approval from a consenting body?

	
☐
Proceed to 2.9

	
☐
Proceed to 2.10

	2.9
	Provide details of the relevant consenting body and reference number.

	

	2.10
	Describe the nature of the degradation and how this has been factored into your application. 
e.g. predicting the habitat baseline prior to degradation, adopting a precautionary approach

	

	2.11
	Does the site (or did the site prior to degradation) have any Irreplaceable Habitats[footnoteRef:2]?  [2:  1Irreplaceable habitats are listed in Tables 1 and 2 in the Schedule to The Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Irreplaceable Habitats) Regulations 2024. https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6566289e750074000d1ded93/The_Biodiversity_Gain_Requirements__Irreplaceable_Habitat__Regulations_2024.pdf] 

https://defralanduse.blog.gov.uk/2023/10/05/irreplaceable-habitats-and-bng-what-you-need-to-know/ . 

	
☐
Proceed to 2.12
	
☐


	2.12
	If yes, describe the type and conditions irreplaceable habitats that are (were) present.

	

	
	
	
	

	Section 3: Mandatory Document Requirements[footnoteRef:3] for all applications, unless BNG Exemptions Apply (see Section 1). [3:  Biodiversity net gain - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)] 

	Y
	N

	3.1
	Biodiversity Net Gain Statement 
	
☐

	
☐


	3.2
	Statutory Metric[footnoteRef:4] with a minimum of baseline and start page completed  [4:  Statutory biodiversity metric tools and guides - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)] 

· Including the pre-development biodiversity value of the onsite, habitat on the date of application (or an earlier date) including the completed metric calculation tool used showing the calculations, the publication date and version of the biodiversity metric used to calculate that value[footnoteRef:5] [5:  The Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide can be found here: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65673fee750074000d1dee31/The_Statutory_Biodiversity_Metric_-_Draft_User_Guide.pdf
] 


	
☐

	
☐


	3.2a
	Statutory Metric reference (Excel format):

	




	3.3
	BNG Report/Assessment or a BNG Chapter included within an Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA)
· Rational for condition assessments and strategic significance
· where an earlier date is proposed, the proposed earlier date and the reasons for proposing that date
· a statement confirming whether the biodiversity value of the onsite habitat is lower on the date of application (or an earlier date) because of the carrying on of activities (‘degradation’) and evidence; 
· a description of any irreplaceable habitat on the land to which the application relates, that exists on the date of 	
application, (or an earlier date)
· how the proposed development would deliver a 10% net gain onsite and satisfy the rules of the metric

	
☐

	
☐


	3.3a
	BNG Report/Assessment or a BNG Chapter included within an Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA) Reference

	

	3.4
	BNG Condition Assessment Sheets, if applicable.
These can be included as an Excel document or as part of section 3.3

	
	

	3.4a
	BNG Condition Assessment Reference

	

	3.5
	Baseline/Habitat Features Plan
Including identified scale, North arrow, showing onsite habitat existing (using the habitat classifications given in the Statutory metric) on the date of application (or an earlier date), including any irreplaceable habitat

	
☐

	
☐


	3.5a
	Baseline/Habitat Features Plan Reference

	



The application may not be validated if any of the information submitted proves to be inadequate or inaccurate.  If validated and the information is subsequently found not to fully address any potential impacts then further information may be required during the course of any planning application, for instance, if any of the information you have provided needs clarification, or if other potential impacts are identified.  If sufficient information on ecological issues is not provided by the time the application needs to be determined, the application may be invalidated or refused.

It is strongly advised that you consider biodiversity net gain at the earliest possible stage in your project as there are seasonal constraints to much of the survey work that may be needed to support your application.

	Section 4: Desirable Document Requirements for all applications, unless BNG Exemptions Apply (see Section 1).
	Y
	N

	4.1
	All mandatory documents in Section 3 
	
☐

	
☐


	4.2
	Statutory Metric with pre- (baseline), post-development and start page completed 
· Including the pre- and post-development biodiversity value of the onsite, habitat on the date of application (or an earlier date) including the completed metric calculation tool used showing the calculations, the publication date and version of the biodiversity metric used to calculate that value

	
☐

	
☐


	4.2a
	Statutory Metric reference (Excel format):
	

	4.3
	BNG Report/Assessment or a BNG Chapter included within an Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA)
· As Section 3.3 above
· Rules and Principles of the Metric are adhered to[footnoteRef:6] [6:  The Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide can be found here: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65673fee750074000d1dee31/The_Statutory_Biodiversity_Metric_-_Draft_User_Guide.pdf] 

· Rational for condition assessments and strategic significance of baseline and post-development 
· How the proposed development would deliver a 10% net gain
 
	
☐

	
☐


	4.3a
	BNG Report/Assessment or a BNG Chapter included within an Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA) Reference.

	

	4.4
	BNG Pre- and Post- development Condition Assessment Sheets, if applicable.
These can be included as an Excel document or as part of section 3.3

	
☐

	
☐


	4.4a
	BNG Condition Assessment Reference

	

	4.5
	Post-development Habitats Plan 
Including identified scale, North arrow, showing onsite retained, created, enhanced (using the habitat classifications given in the Statutory metric) clearly labelled and correlated to the submitted BNG Metric

	
☐

	
☐


	4.5a
	Post-development Habitats Plan 
Reference

	

	4.6
	Off-site Baseline and Post-interventions Map (if required)
Including identified scale, North arrow, showing onsite habitats and post-intervention retained, created, enhanced (using the habitat classifications given in the Statutory metric) habitats clearly labelled and correlated to the submitted BNG Metric.

	
☐

	
☐


	4.6a
	Off-site Baseline and Post-interventions Map (if required)
Reference

	





	Section 5: BNG Summary from Headline Results
	
	Units/ %

	5.1
	On-site Baseline (Units)
	Habitats
	

	
	
	Hedgerows
	

	
	
	Watercourse
	

	5.2
	On-site Post-intervention (including habitat retention, creation and enhancement) (Units)
	Habitats
	

	
	
	Hedgerows
	

	
	
	Watercourse
	

	5.3
	Off-site Baseline, if applicable (Units)
	Habitats
	

	
	· 
	Hedgerows
	

	
	· 
	Watercourse
	

	5.4
	Off-site Post-intervention (including habitat retention, creation and enhancement), if applicable (Units)
	Habitats
	

	
	· 
	Hedgerows
	

	
	· 
	Watercourse
	

	5.5
	Total Net Unit Change (Units)
	Habitats
	

	
	· 
	Hedgerows
	

	
	· 
	Watercourse
	

	5.6
	Total Net % Change (including all on-site and off-site habitat retention, creation and enhancement)
	Habitats
	

	
	
	Hedgerows
	

	
	
	Watercourse
	

	5.7
	Trading Rules Satisfied
	Yes
☐

	No
☐






	Office use only – to be completed by the Validation Team:

	1
	Has the applicant answered yes to question 1.1?
	Y / N
	If Yes, go to 1.2. If 1.2 has been completed, the application can be validated. 
	If NO, go to 2

	2
	If the applicant has answered no to question 1.1, have the remaining questions been answered? 
	Y / N
	If YES, application can be validated 
	If NO, application should not be validated

	Date completed 
	




