
Organising bingo is a popular way of raising funds for a good cause.
However as bingo is a form of gambling there is a need for safeguards
and other regulations. These regulations are all set out in the Gambling
Act 2005 and are the responsibility of the Gambling Commission.

Organising

for a good cause



TThhee  GGaammbblliinngg  AAcctt  22000055  aalllloowwss  oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss
tthhaatt  wwiisshh  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  bbiinnggoo  ffoorr  cchhaarriittaabbllee  oorr
ootthheerr  nnoonn--ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  ppuurrppoosseess  ttoo  ddoo  ssoo
wwiitthhoouutt  nneeeeddiinngg  aannyy  lliicceennccee,,  ppeerrmmiitt  oorr
rreeggiissttrraattiioonn  aass  ""eexxeemmpptt  ggaammiinngg  uunnddeerr  PPaarrtt  1144
ooff  tthhee  AAcctt..""

There are two types of exempt non-commercial
gaming that Bingo can be organised as, which
are nnoonn--ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  pprriizzee  ggaammiinngg  and 
nnoonn--ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  eeqquuaall  cchhaannccee  ggaammiinngg..

Gaming is non-commercial if no part of the proceeds is for private profit or gain.

Non-commercial prize gaming
IInn  tthhiiss  ttyyppee  ooff  ggaammiinngg  tthhee  pprriizzeess  tthhaatt  ccaann  bbee  wwoonn  aarree  ppuutt  uupp  iinn  aaddvvaannccee,,  aanndd  aarree  nnoott
ddeeppeennddeenntt  oonn  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ppllaayyeerrss  ttaakkiinngg  ppaarrtt  oorr  tthhee  aammoouunntt  ooff  mmoonneeyy  ssttaakkeedd..  TThhiiss  iiss
ccoommmmoonnllyy  kknnoowwnn  aass  ""pprriizzee  bbiinnggoo""  aanndd  uussuuaallllyy  iinnvvoollvveess  ppllaayyiinngg  ffoorr  pprriizzeess  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn
ddoonnaatteedd,,  ssuucchh  aass  tteeddddyy  bbeeaarrss,,  bbooxxeess  ooff  cchhooccoollaatteess  aanndd  ootthheerr  ssiimmiillaarr  ssmmaallll  iitteemmss..

There are no statutory limits on stakes, prizes, participation fees or other charges for non-
commercial prize gaming. In addition, no licence, permit or other form of permission is
required to operate this kind of gaming, provided that the statutory conditions are complied
with.

The conditions for non-commercial prize gaming, are as follows:

All players must be told for what purpose the money raised from the gaming is going 
to be used (this must be something other than private gain), and the profits must be 
applied for that purpose. 

The non-commercial event cannot take place on premises (other than a track) which 
hold a premises licence under the Gambling Act 2005 (such as a betting office or 
an adult gaming centre). 

The gaming must be non-remote gaming. In other words, the authorisation can only 
apply to gaming which takes place at events, on premises, and for gaming in person. 

The Gambling Act 2005



Non-commercial equal chance gaming
EEqquuaall  cchhaannccee  ggaammiinngg  iiss  ggaammiinngg  wwhheerree  tthhee  cchhaanncceess  aarree  eeqquuaallllyy  ffaavvoouurraabbllee  ttoo  aallll
ppaarrttiicciippaannttss  aanndd  ppllaayyeerrss  aarree  nnoott  ccoommppeettiinngg  aaggaaiinnsstt  aa  bbaannkk..  TThhiiss  iinncclluuddeess  ggaammeess  ssuucchh  aass
bbiinnggoo..

In non-commercial equal chance gaming, the charitable funds are usually raised through an
entrance fee, participation fee, or through other payments related to the gaming.

The conditions for non-commercial equal chance gaming, are as follows:

All players must be told for what purpose the money raised from the gaming is going 
to be used (this must be something other than private gain), and the profits must be 
applied for that purpose. 

The gaming must also comply with regulations made, limiting:

The maximum payment each player can be required to make to participate in all 
games at an event to £8. 

The aggregate amount or value of prizes in all games played at an event to £600, 
although where an event is the final one of a series in which all of the players have 
previously taken part, a higher prize fund of up to £900 is permitted. 

The non-commercial event cannot take place on premises (other than a track) which 
hold a premises licence under the Gambling Act 2005 (such as a betting office or an 
adult gaming centre). 

The gaming must be non-remote gaming. In other words, the authorisation can only 
apply to gaming which takes place at events, on premises, and for gaming in person. 



General offences
Whether running bingo as non-commercial prize gaming or non-commercial equal chance
gaming, a person commits an offence under section 301 of the Act if he or she uses any part
of the profits from the gaming for purposes other than the specified non-commercial purpose.
This includes permitting the profits to be used for other than the specified non-commercial
purpose.

Profits means the total amounts paid by way of stakes, or accruing to the person organising
the gaming directly in connection with it minus amounts deducted by the person organising
the gaming in respect of the provision of prizes, or other reasonable costs incurred in
organising the gaming or providing facilities for the gaming. 

Further information
For further information on organising bingo to raise money for a good cause, contact the
licensing authority on 0011668844  --  227722004444 or the Gambling Commission's enquiries team on
00112211  223300  66666666..

Alternatively you can visit the licensing authority and Gambling Commission websites below:

wwwwww..tteewwkkeessbbuurryy..ggoovv..uukk//ggaammbblliinngg
wwwwww..ggaammbblliinnggccoommmmiissssiioonn..ggoovv..uukk  


