House to House Collection Permits

What is a House to House Collection Permit?
It is permission allocated to a person in order that they may proceed from house to house asking for a charitable donation of money or goods (clothes, bric-a-brac etc.) 

What is a charitable purpose?
A charitable purpose means any charitable, benevolent or philanthropic purpose, whether or not the purpose is charitable within the meaning of any rule of law, for example by collecting for a national charity or carol singing at Christmas.

Why do I need a permit?
You need a permit so that members of the public are protected (as far as possible) from unscrupulous collectors collecting for their own personal gain. Authorised collectors are required to always wear identification.

What do I receive with a permit?
A permit will be issued together with a Certificate of Authority which should be used by the applicant to obtain badges and collecting boxes from Her Majesty's Stationary Offices in London, Bristol, or Birmingham. 

Are there any exemptions?
Yes. The Secretary of State may grant something called a Cabinet Office Order of Exemption, to very large organisations which collect nationwide, that enables them to collect where and when they want, for example The Royal British Legion. No form of accounts is necessary where a Home Office Exemption is in force.

How old do I have to be?
No person under the age of 16 years can collect and I.D must always be shown.

How much will the permit cost?
The permit is free.

How long will the permit last?
For the duration of the collection which should be identified on the application form.

Is that it?
The promoter of a collection shall provide confirmation of the amount of money collected and details of any expenses of the proceeds of the collection.

